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The C4 Story

The C4 mission is to unite the unique talents and
skills of the various childhood cancer organizations
to collectively provide the best, most
comprehensive care and services for children with
cancer and their families in the Greater Richmond
area.
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° ACCO American Childhood
Cancer Organization

Mission: A C C Qniission is to provide information and support for children
and adolescents with cancer and their families, to provide grassroots
leadership through advocacy and awareness, and to support research
leading to a cure for all children diagnosed with this life -threatening
disease.

History:  ACCO, formerly called Candlelighters, began in 1970 by a group
of parents whose children had been diagnosed with cancer. They came
together to lobby for more re search, and to support each other through the
diagnosis and treatment of this life threatening disease at a time when very
few children survived. Today, ACCO is one of the largest grassroots,
national organizations dedicated to improving the lives of child ren and
adolescents with cancer and their families.

Services: ACCO publishes and distributes free childhood cancer books.
They host the largest national childhood cancer awareness event each
December holiday season. They also represent childhood cancer o
numerous cancer organizations and to members of Congress on Capitol Hill;
and they support cutting edge research that leads to new and better

treatments for our nation’s |littlest

Contact information:

American Childhood Cancer Organizatin
P.O. Box 498

Kensington MD 20895-0498
WWW.acco.org

Ruth I. Hoffman MPH Executive Director
800-366-2223, 301-962-3520

staff@acco.org
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ASK
Childhood Cancer Foundation

Mission: ASK' s mi ssion is to make the |ives of
and offers financial, emotional, spiritual, and social support for children
with cancer and their families in Central Virginia.

History: The Association of the Support of Children with Cancer, now
know as ASK Childhood Cancer Foundatiorwas founded in 1975 by a small
group of parents of pediatric cancer patients at the Vir ginia Commonwealth
University Medical Center. They joined together to provide mutual support,
to search for answers together and to deal with the diagnosis of childhood
cancer.

Services: ASK supports the Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Clinic and
Servicesat VCU Medical Center and all of the children with cancer and
their families who receive treatment via the VCU Division of Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology. ASK supports vital professional positions such as
Child Life Specialists, Chaplain, Nurse Practitiones, and Program
Coordinator who work directly with the children and families. Many
programs offered by ASK strive to provide normal life experience for the
children during treatment and on into survivorship, include activities and
programs such as Family 2=amily and Support Groups, First Step and
Summer Enrichment Educational programs. Other activities include a salon
day for the teen girls, laser tag for boys, family picnics, trips to Kings
Dominion, Holiday parties, Day at the Zoo, Christmas in July and ongoing
celebrations. ASK provides a Chaplains discretionary fund to assist with
the financial burdens of childhood cancer. ASK routinely honors its
children through the Kourageous Kids project and the High School
graduation. ASK is a vital presence inthe Young Adult Survivors Group
and the bi-annual survivors conference.

Contact information:

Association for the Support of Children with Cancer
P.O. Box 17184

Richmond, VA 23226

www.askweb.org

Debra Abn ey, Executi ve Director (804) 683 -8177


http://www.askweb.org/

s Thumbs Up F
(CISTUF)

Mission:  To provide financial support to families of children with chronic,
life-threatening illnesses through individual giving and partnerships with
organizations who have similar goals.

History:  This organization was founded in January 2010 by the parents of
a four-year old girl who died from a brain tumor.  During the year of CJ's
illness, the family was overwhelmed by the powerful support that a netwo rk
of families, friends, and strangers provided to CJ and her parents in their
time of need. Itis in that spirit that CJSTUF aims to provide monetary and
other tangible support to families of children who must cope with frequent
hospitalizations and life-threatening illnesses.

Services: Currently, CJISTUF provides a fixed number of substantial

monetary gifts to families served by the
number of monetary gifts awarded per year is contingent on available

funds.

Contac t information:

CJ's Thumbs Up Foundation (CISTUF)
PO Box 854

Ashland, VA 23005

Rachel Reynolds, Executive Director
Phone: 804-564-3925

E-mail: rachel@cjstuf.org
www.cjstuf.org



Comfort Zone Camp

Mission:  To offer a fun and safe place for grieving children.

History: Foundedin1998, Comf ort Zone is the nation’
bereavement camp for children ages 7-17 who have lost a parent, sibling,

or significant loved one. Comfort Zone Camp is place where children can

mourntheirl osses. A place where children don’t
also a place where kids can be kids again.

Services: Comfort Zone welcomes children ages 7 to 17 from across the

United States who have experienced a significant death of a parent,

sibling, or caregiver. Camps are free (offering travel scholarships) and held

in Virginia, New York/New Jersey, Southern California, and Massachusetts.

Each camp typically serves 60 to 70 campers, each of who is paired with a
volunteer “ Big Buddde$auniglecammexperiertene pr ovi
merging the tools to help children cope with their loss within the

traditional, fun camp environment. Kids are invited to participate in

activities, games, arts and crafts, and great campfires and healing circles

led by grief counselors. A memorial service, which can be attended by

campers’ family members, is held at the el
children have not met another child who has experienced a significant

death. Comfort Zone breaks their isolation and lets them know they are

not alone. Here kids can meet kids who have also experienced a loss while

they are actually going through the grieving process themselves.

Contact information:

Comfort Zone Camp

AA fun and safe place for grieving childre
4906 Cutshaw Avenu e 2™ Floor

Richmond, VA 23230

(804) 377 -3430 Phone
(804) 377 -3433 Fax
www.comfortzonecamp.org
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Connor ' s Her oes

Mission: Connor’' s Heroes'’ mi nsuBity af heroésso t o bui | d
ease the burden of childhood cancer today and to help find a cure for

tomorrow.

History: Connor’'s Heroes was founded in May 20
Goodwin after their son Connor ended two and a half years of treatment for

Acute Lympho bl asti ¢ Leukemia. Connor’'s Heroes F

established the Pediatric Cancer Research Endowment Fund to be jointly

managed by the Virginia Commonwealth University Department of

Pediatrics and the VCU Massey CancerCenteilT he f und’ s wul ti mate g
once fully endowed at the $1 million dollar level, is to recruit a nationally

recognized pediatric cancer researcher to VCU.

Services: Connor’'s Heroes provides hope, guidan
families throughout their childhood cancer journey. The Heroes Bags and
Backpacks program provides backpacks for the newlydiagnosed patient

and totebags for the parents. Connor
pediatric patients on the Bone Marrow Transplant Unit by decorating

patients' rooms and provide gifts for patients, siblings, and parents as well

as creating a "Room of Possibilities". With its newest program,

"Superheroes and Sidekicks™™* ( S&S) Connor’'s Heroes wil/l
volunteers with their own special Super kid and their family. S&S volunteers

will treat these Superhero kids (including siblings) to quality time with a

mentor who will spend time with them at the outpatient cli nic, the hospital,

or at home.

1

s He

Contact information:

Connor’'s Heroes Foundation

Lisa Goodwin

P.O. Box 2536

Midlothian, VA 23113

(804) 221-8991

To Register, patients and/or families can go to www.connorsheroes.org and
click on the REGISTER A PATIENT tab, or emalLisa@connorsheroes.orgor
call (804)221-8991.
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" Full Circle Grief Center

Mission:  To provide children with creative ways to express their grief and
remember their loved one.

History:  Full Circle Grief Center was created in September 2008 to help

meet the needs of grieving children in the Richmond area. The Center

provides “hands on heal i ngfamifesthroughr i evi ng ¢
counseling services, remembrance programs, and educational support.

Services . The organization enables children, teens, young adults, and
parents/guardians to use creative expression to assist them in experiencing
their grief and facilitate the healing process. Art, writing, music,
scrapbooking, crafts, sculpting, photography, movement, play, and other
hands-on activities are used to enhance communication, express feelings,
and release stress and anxiety.

Grief Counseling- Individual, family, and peer group counseling services
are offered by a licensed grief counselor for children and young adults
from ages 3 to 23 as well as their primary caregivers. The Community
Outreach program enables grief counselors to visit a neighborhood, school,
or community organization to hold short -term group meetings with
children experiencing loss. When needs are beyond our beyond Full Circle

Grief’'s scope of services, referrals to ot
community agencies are provided.
Educaton-Thr ough the “Conversations about Gri

adults learn how to talk with children about grief and loss, ways to support
children through death, and common myths about children and grief.
Additionally, an extensive grief and loss library is provided to families
experiencing loss.

Remembrance Programs- To commemorate their loved ones,
remembrance programs are available for families facing the death and
dying process. These workshops help children and their caregivers process
their feelings of loss through art and other expressive methods.

Contact information:

Allyson Drake, Founder/CEO

(804) 357-5924

allyson@fullcirclegriefcenter.org

to register for a counseling group please call Susie Nash at (804) 241-9662
or e-mail Susie at Susie@fullcirclegriefcenter.org

www.fullcirclegriefcenter.org

11
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" Grief Resource Center

History: Jill Fitzgerald, LCSW, stated The Grief Resource Center in
1997.

Services: The Grief Resource Center is a private practice specializing in
individual family therapy geared towards loss, grief, and bereavement.
They offer support for families dealing with anticipatory grief as well as
bereavement services following a loss. The Grief Resource Center also
consults with community agencies for training and educational workshops
and crisis de-briefings. A resource library is also available.

Contact information:
Jill Fitzgerald, LCSW
393 2 Springfield Road
Glen Allen, VA 23060

(804) 257 -9348 or (804) 360 -2884
By Appointment Only
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Hopecam, Inc.

Mission: Using technology to make a difference in the lives of children
with cancer by fighting lonel iness, giving hope and speeding the transition
back to a normal life.

History: Since being founded in 2002 by a parent whose child was
diagnosed with leukemia, Hopecam has connected dozens of children with
their friends, classmates, and families. Recognizing the critical need for
socialization, Hopecam seeks to bridge the lonely divide between
homebound children and their friends at school during this frightening
time. Staying connected to school significantly reduces the stress of re-
entry when treatment is completed and children resume a normal life.

Services: Hopecam helps connect homebound children undergoing
treatment for cancer with their friends at school using laptops, high -speed
Internet connections and web cameras. Equipment and services are
provided for free to the child and the school. Hopecam currently does not
provide these services to children who are homebound but do not have
cancer.

Contact information:

Hopecam, Inc.

1890 Preston White Drive, Suite 103
Reston, VA 20191

Ally McDougal , Director
(703) 620 -2555 ext. 101 Phone

www.hopecam.org
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LINC
Legal Information Network
for Cancer

Mission: LINC is a nonprofit, community-based organization dedicated
to helping people with the business side of cancer. Serving the Central
Virginia community, LINC provides information, education, counseling and
referral services for legal assistance to individuals confronted with the
overwhelming issues that arise from the diagnosis and treatment of
cancer. LINC also provides debt management assistance and free
educational seminars.

History:  LINC was founded by two cancer survivors who found during
their treatment that it is very hard to concentrate on getting well when yo u
are being assailed by everyday matters. LINC provides legal debt
management services to people with cancer and their caregivers. We also
provide referrals to community resources. We also provide referrals to
community resources and free educational seminars that are open to the
public but concentrate on the needs of the cancer community.

Services: LINC provides legal and debt management services to
people with cancer and their caregivers such as wills, insurance &
disability, powers of attorney, cust ody of minor children,
Medicare/Medicaid/social security, estate planning, employment
discrimination, eviction or other housing concerns, taxes, bankruptcy, etc.
We are a regional organization but can take calls from any cancer patient
in need of services, within the state of Virginia.

Contact information:
www.cancerlinc.org

(804) 272 -LINC (5462) LOCAL
(877) 644 -LINC (5462) TOLL FREE

Sharon Caldwell, Outre  ach and Education (804) 562 -0592
Client Services (804) 272-5462
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The Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society (LLS)

Missioni. Cur e | eukemia, | ymphoma, Hodgkin’'s di
and improve the quality of life of patients and their families.

Histo ry:  The de Villiers family founded The Leukemia & Lymphoma

Society in 1949, following the death of their son from Leukemia in 1944.

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society®, headquartered in White Plains, NY,

with 67 chapters in the United States and Canada,isthe wor I d’ s | argest
voluntary health organization dedicated to funding blood cancer research

and providing education and patient services. LLS has invested more than

$600 million in research specifically targeting leukemia, lymphoma, and

myeloma. In 2007 alone, LLS made 5.1 million contacts with patients,

caregivers, and healthcare professionals.

Services: The LLS provides patient ad such as financial assistance
and copay assistance.A copay assistance program is also offered for those
finding it difficult to afford drug copays or health insurance monthly
payments. LLS offers family support groups who provide a mutual support
in a safe environment for patients and their family members. A peer -to-
peer support program called First Connection is offered for newly
diagnosed patients from trained volunteers who have been there and have
been in remission for at least 2 years. The school re-entry program
provides free videos and literature to schools, parents, and treatment
centers to help transition children with c ancer (all types) from treatment to
school. LLS also provides advocacy services, information and referral
services, volunteer development, and educational programs for patients,
family members, and healthcare professionals.

Contact information:
Richmond O ffice:

Geri Stahl, Patient Services Manager

Toll Free: (800) 766-0797

Fax: (804) 627-0406

For additional help, please contact the national information resource
center.
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Little Louie Foundation

Mission: To help as many families as we can i
as help researchers find a cure for this disease.

History: Little Louie Foundation began when P
Louis Patrick, was diagnosed with a brain tumor in April 2006. The original
intention of the fund was to help pay for
over the next year. Louie never got the chance to fight through those

treatments; he died in May, just one month after his original diagnosis. To

honor his memory, and to fight this awful disease, the Cuomos have

decided to continue Louie’'s fund by creat.i
of July 2006, Little Louie is a non-profit organization, recognized by the

IRS.

Services: When a child is diagnosed with brain cancer, the Little Louie
Foundation supplies the patient’s family
the package are food cards for the food court in the hospital, gas cards,
phone cards, shacks, pocket change, and other necessities for the family
members of the diagnosed child.

Upon request, they are also able to provide financial assistance directly to
the family. Financial assistance is given to families who must meet a
minimum number of requirements as determined by the financial
application.

Little Louie Foundation also takes a percentage of their funds each year
and donates them to pediatric brain cancer research facilities. It is so
important for us to help find a cure for brain cancer.

Social workers and other hospital staff give an initial care package to any
family of a child diagnosed with a brain tumor. Thereafter, the social
worker will determine the financial need for each particular family and fill
out applications accordingly.

Contact information:
www.myLLF.org

(888) 509 -0681
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“The Make-A-Wish Foundatior®
Of Greater Virginia

Mission: The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Greater Virginia grants the
wishes of children with life -threatening medical conditions to enrich the
human experience with hope, strength and joy.

History: The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Greater Virginia was formed in
August, 1987, with its first wish granted to 4 -year old Natalie who wanted
to go to Disney World. Today we have granted over 3,500 wishes to
children throughout Virginia. We are one of 65 chapters across the United
States and its territories.

Services: The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Greater Virginia grants one
heartfelt wish to children between the ages of 2 %2 and 18 years of age
whose physicians have gualified them as having been diagnosed and under
treatment for a life -threatening medical condition. Wishes fall into one of
four categories:

T Travel/ | want to goO......
T Gift/ 1 want to have.......
T Celebrity/1l want to meet
1T Occupation/ 1l want to be.

Wishes symbolize the innocence, sincerity and uniqueness that only a child
can truly achieve. Wishes have the power to deliver hope, strength and

joy. They come in all shapes and sizes. Many children dream of visiting
Cinderell a’s cfa shoppieg,sprees seeeravhopse for a new
computer, while others aspire to swim with the dolphins or meet a

celebrity. Whatever their wish, the Make -A-Wish Foundation of Greater
Virginia does everything possible to ensure that the wish experience is one
that the child will forever remember and cherish.

Contact Information:

The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Greater Virginia
2810 N. Parham Road, Suite 302

Richmond, VA 23294

www.va.wish.org

Karen Webb, President & CEO

17
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Noah’' s Chil dr el

Mission: Noah’' s Children’s Mission is to provi
health care services to those in need, including the poor and dying, for the

purpose of alleviating the human suffering and bringing people wholeness

in the midst of pain and loss.

History: A col or f ul Noah’ s Ark collage created
class was the inspiration for Noah’'s chil
programs of its kind in the country. Founded in 1997 by Richmond

pediatrician Bob Archul et a, Noah’ s Chil dr ¢
Central Virginia's only pediatric hospice

Services: Noah' s Children serves patients from
age with a life threatening co ndition who will likely die in childhood or as a

young adult. They also provide services to families whose unborn child has

been diagnosed with a life threatening condition. Any child who meets the

eligibility requirements will not be denied care regardless of ability to pay.

Noah’'s’' Children services are designed to
social, and spiritual goals while remaini:i
developmental, cultural, and religious values, beliefs and practices.

No ah’ s Crbvidésdendeofilife planning and care, pain and symptom

management, IV therapy, disease management, wound care treatment,

medication management, social and emotional support, spiritual support,

and bereavement support.

Contact information:
Noahds @hildre
413 Stuart Circle, Suite 210
Richmond, VA 23220

(804) 213 -0360
www.noahschildren.com
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Patient Advocate
Foundation

History:  Nancy DavenportEnnis, a two-time breast cancer survivor,

founded Patient Advocate Foundation in 1996 in memory of Cheryl

Grimmel, a 31-year-old parent of a 12 -year-old son and a breast cancer

patient who died after battling the disease for three years. Cheryl provided

inspiration for Nancy to become personally involved in insurance reform

and patient education on behalf of cancer patients through their friendship

and Cheryl’'s valiant example as she batt]l
insurer.

Services: Patient Advocate Foundation offers many programs and

educational opportuni t i es for patient’s nationwi de i
management assistance, internet patient services, ongoing live chats, PAF

authored publications, state, local and national outreach, and projects

targeting specific patient populations. PAF addresses three major issues

relating to a chronic debilitating condition: job retention, debt crisis, and

insurance issues. All of their services are free.

Contact information:

(800) 532 -5274
www.patientadvocate.org

19



Special Low, Inc.

Mission:  Special Love provides camps, financial relief, and a community
of support to children with cancer and their families in the Mid -Atlantic
area.

History:  Tom and Shelia Baker founded Special Love in 1983 after losing
their 13-year-old daughter to lymphoma. What started as a non -profit
sponsor for the week long Camp Fantastic has expanded into a year round
calendar of approximately 20 camps, retreats, daytrips, and other support
for children with cancer and their families.

Services: Special Love hosts two week long camps (Camp Fantastic for
7-17 year olds within three years of treatment and BRASS Camp for 7-14
year old siblings), six family weekend camps, and three weekends for
teens and young adults. In addition, Special Love hosts an annual Circus
Night in Washington, D.C., as well as occasional sports outings and other
day trips. Finally, Special Love provides approximately $100,000 annually
in scholarships and emergency financial aid to families within its service
area and maintains an extensive links database on its website at
www.specialove.org.

Contact information:

Dave Smith, CEO

Special Love, Inc.

117 Youth Development Court
Winchester, VA 22602
dsmith@specialove.org

(888) 930 -2707
www.specialove.org
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Staright Chi | dr en’ s
Foundation MidAtlantic

Mission:  Starlight Chi | dr e n’ s MidAdantic betps sermusly il
children and their families cope with their pain, fear, and isolatio n through
entertainment, education, and family activities.

History: Starlight Chi | dr e n’ s MidAdantic seeks to address
the many challenges sick children and their families face. Our clients are
children suffering from chronic, serious, and life -threatening illness such as
cancer, cystic fibrosis, diabetes, heart disease, asthma, and kidney disease,
among others. We also serve children impacted by severe traumatic

injuries such as catastrophic burns and spinalcord injuries. Starlight

Chi | dRowndatioa MidAtlantic serves over 250 hospitals and reaches
over 18,000 children a month in D.C., DE, MD, PA, VA, & WV.

Services: Starlight Chi | dr e n’ s MidAdantic grevidds blospital
Happenings, Fun Centers, PC Pals, Admit Kits, Starlight Sitesand Great

Escapes. Most of our programs take place in the hospital, but monthly in

the Richmond area we host Great Escapes for children and their families.

Great Escapes are outof-hospital recreational events such as Disney on

Ice, Medieval Times, cultural attractions, museums, aquariums, sporting

events, Kings Dominion, circus, cooking classes, picnics, spa days, movies,

and more. To be eligible, children between the ages of 1 and 18 must have

a serious illness or a severe chronic disability that significantly affects their

childhood. To learn more about Starlight Chi | dr e n’ s Mid#Adantit,d at i on

visit www.starlight -midatlantic.org .

Contact information:

Sandi Shriner

Great Escapes ™ Coordinator

Starlight Chi | dr ends MMaAtlanticat i on
Phone (804) 536 -7490

Fax (804) 897 -3961

P.O. Box 243

Midlothian, VA 23113

sandi@starlight -midatlantic.org
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Children s Hospit al
Richmond at the Virginia Commonwealth
University Medical Center
Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology

Mission:  The mission of the Division of Pediatric Hematology and
Oncology is to serve the Commonwealth of Virginia as a nationally
recognized entity of clinical, educational, and research excellence. The
Division is dedicated to improving
prevention, control and cure of cancer and blood disorders.

History:  The Virginia Commonwealth University Medical Centerwas
founded November 5, 1838 as the Medical Depatment of Hampden-
Sydney College later becoming the state sponsored Medical College of
Virginia (MCV)in 1860. The first pediatric oncologist, Dr. Harold Maurer,
was hired in 1968 and the pediatric Hematology/Oncology division was
created i n TéaaDivisign prb\Bdésiriedical and psychosocial
care to approximately 200 children on active treatment for pediatric
cancers and blood disorders, over 300 children with sickle cell disease, and
nearly 500 children and young adults who are off treatment and survivors
of childhood cancer.

Services: Pediatric Hematology/Oncology division provides care and
treatment to children with cancer in the Greater Richmond Metropolitan
area and extending to most of Central Virginia. The patients, ranging from
infants to young adults, receive state -of-the-art care from a dedicated
interdisciplinary team of professionals in the inpatient setting, out -patient
clinic, and in the Bone Marrow Transplant unit. We provide in-depth clinical
assessments and diagnostic evaluations utilizing the latest techniques, and
develop an individualized patient and family plan of care. We offer direct
medical and pharmaceutical interventions and treatment, supportive care,
symptom management, patient education and educational resources, as
well as collaboration and consultation with other pediatric medical
disciplines and services.

Contact information:

Childrenés Hospital of Richmond
Virginia Commonwealth University Medical C enter

Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology

(804) 828 -9605

www.vcuchildrens.org
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Children with Cancer:

American Cancer Society Www.cancer.org

Bone Marrow Foundation www.bmtnews.org

Brain tumor foundation www.braintumor.org

Camp Victory Junction WwWw.victoryjunction.org
Caring Bridges www.caringgridges.org
Cancer Care 1-800-813-HOPE

CancerKids www.cancerkids.org
Childhood Brain Tumor Foundation www.childhoodbraintumor.org
Childhood Cancer Web www.cancerindex.org/ccw
Childhood Leukemia Foundation www.clf4kids.com

Children with Hair Loss www.cwhl.com

Childrens Oncology Group www.curesearch.org

Chemo Angels www.chemoangels.com

I m too Young for This www.imtooyoungforthis.org
Kidz with Leukemia www.kidswithleukemia.com
Locks of Love www.locksoflove.org

National Childhood Cancer Foundation www.nccf.org

National Cancer Ingtitute WWW.cancer.gov

National Cancer Institute, Pediatric Oncology Branch (877) 624-4878

National Marrow Donor Program WWW.marrow.org
Neuroblastoma childrens cancer society www.neuroblastomacancer.org
Pediatric Brain Tumor foundation www.pbtfus.org

Planet Cancer (teens) www. planetcancer.com
ReeseStrong Foundation WWW. reesestrong.org

ROC Solid Foundation www.rocsolidfoundation.org
Songs of love www.songsoflove.org

Super Sibs www.supersibs.org

Teens living with Cancer www.teenslivingwithcancer.org
Wigs for kids www.wigsforkids.org

2bMe www.2beMe.org

Children with a Disability:

American Academy of Pediatrics (847) 434-4000
Camp Easter Seals (804) 746-1007
Central Virginia Care Connection for Children (804) 827-1795
Child Development Clinics— Virginia Department of Health (804) 864-7689
Child' s Hope for Sight (804) 938-1624
Federation for Children with Special Needs (617) 236-7210
United Way (434) 846-8467
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